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life depends on it. Because you are traveling somewhat horizontally to 
the ground and have been practicing your emergency procedures faith-
fully, you may only lose around 150 feet (45 meters) of altitude, during 
the two to three seconds it takes for your chute to deploy. You’re not a 
trained skydiver, so don’t think you need to get stable before you pull 
the rip cord. Just pull the rip cord. Your parachute knows what to do.
And then think about what your parachute rigger likes to drink.

Now, let’s go to another scenario. You had a midair collision or a 
structural failure. You are rapidly spiraling/tumbling down like a lawn 
dart toward terra rma. It still takes approximately two to three sec-
onds for your parachute to deploy, but your loss of altitude has greatly 
increased because your airspeed has increased and you’re pointing 
straight down. All this may be compounded by an increase in g’s. This is 
why you must make the decision to bail out quickly. This can only be
done by practicing. You wouldn’t think of going to a contest and not 
practicing ahead of time, would you?

One more thing to keep in mind: AGL is much more important 
than MSL when making a bailout. So, “How low can you go?” You can
increase your chance of survival by practicing your aerobatic routine 
high enough for you to have the time necessary to egress safely, with 
enough altitude to enjoy the scenery and maybe even select a safe land-
ing site. Many years ago, I had a customer who spent over 5,000 feet
(1,524 meters) trying to escape his disabled aircraft that was pointing 
almost straight at the ground. He fortunately was practicing his aero-
batics at 6,500 feet AGL. He never gave up and was nally successful as 
he was approaching 1,000 feet (305 meters) above the ground. His
chute was fully deployed in about two to three seconds, but his loss of 
altitude was about 700-800 feet (213-244 meters). His one comment 
that I’ll never forget was that the scenery was spectacular, but the ride 
under his parachute lasted only about 12-15 seconds. I did receive my
thank-you bottle of wine. Being from the grape country of California,  
I always enjoy a good bottle of wine.

Remember, NEVER GIVE UP. At right is a photo of me standing 
next to Sean D. Tucker, taken in September 2011, ve years after his
successful bailout on his way to SUN ’n FUN in April 2006.

Your survival depends on many other factors, such as your mental 
and physical condition on that fateful day. Are you hydrated? Are you 
practicing at an altitude that will enhance your chances of survival?
Pilots who have low-level waivers did not start out at 100 feet (30 
meters) from the ground; they earned that right over time. Leave your 
worries and troubles at home or at your oce when you’re practicing. 
You must be in the right frame of mind and focused when you take o
to practice or compete in a contest or an air show. That’s why most air 
shows have a quiet area for the pilots to focus all their attention on their 
upcoming performance. Just because you’re only a recreational or 
weekend aerobatic pilot doesn’t mean you don’t have to pay as much
attention to details, such as practicing your emergency procedures. 
Your safety starts before you untie your aircraft and is not nished until 

you and your aircraft are safely back on 
the ground and secured.

In the September/October 2022
issue of Sport Aerobatics, Tom Myers, a 
good friend, talks about doing a pre-
ight inspection of his aircraft and 
missing the rudder lock. Don’t get side-
tracked or interrupted when you are 
preparing to y. You need to preight 
your mind as carefully as your aircraft. 
All must work in close harmony.

I encourage you to talk to your rig-
ger. You can also call, text, or email me, 
and we can discuss any questions you 
may still have. We can also Zoom, if you
want to show me something. Zooming 
is a valuable tool and can be helpful. 
Consider going to my website. I have a 
lot of articles there, and I have a webi-
nar I did for EAA in October 2020. The 
handout material that goes along with 
it is located right above where you click 
on the webinar. It goes down well with
a cold beer or glass of wine.

Now go out and have fun, y safe, 
and blue skies. 

Allen Silver, silverparachutes.com

You need to prefight your mind as
careully as your aircrat.

Sean D. Tucker with Allen Silver


